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FMS 
Passages through Francophone Cities

Language of instruction: French
Number of hours: 36 hours (12 hours per host city) + Contact hours 
Term: Spring Semester / Fall Semester
US semester credits: 4.0

Instructors: 
· Paris - Stefania CUBEDDU-PROUX, Université Paris Nanterre
· Rabat - Hassan MOUSTIR, Université de Rabat
· Dakar – Mamadou BA, Université Cheikh Anta Diop 

Course Description 
The aim of this course is to lay the foundations for a study of the city in literature through theoretical reflection and a corpus of French-language texts by authors of different origins. A particularly prolific theme, especially since the 19th century, when it became a protagonist, the city offers a promising subject for literary reflection. Described, represented, metamorphosed, veiled, exhibited, scorned - even when excluded from the narrative, whether the author wishes it or not - the city plays an essential role in the text. Whether seen in its concrete reality, or as a metaphor for characters or themes, it fascinates readers sensitive to the charm of the urban microcosm. For there is a real attraction from the city to the reader, even when it is repulsive, vitiated, or dangerous. How do we get to know a city? How do the authors question and stage the city in their texts?
The answers to these questions will enable us to define the city in literature, to understand the purpose and role it plays in the text, and to reflect on the poetics specific to urban space.
In this course, we'll be looking specifically at French-language literature in general, with a particular focus on Paris, Rabat and Dakar, and making comparisons with other cities in the French-speaking world. 
For each course, a bibliography and a pdf booklet containing the extracts to be analysed in class are provided.

Learning Objectives 
· Analyze the city in a literary text
· Understand what is implicit in the text, grasp its purpose and what is at stake
· Examine the style of the text and the way it presents the city
· Study the city in French-language literature
What is the city in literature? What faces does it take on in the written text? How does the reader perceive it? What role does it play in literary texts?
Evaluation
It will be set up identically in each city:
- Participation: 30% of the total
- Oral presentation: 30%
- Final written assignment or exam: 40%.

Class participation (30%): Attendance and oral participation during literary analysis and class discussion are essential, as is knowledge of the texts given to read and the ability to analyse them. Students must have read and analysed the texts on the program.

Oral production/presentation (30%): Students must give a presentation using a PPT. This involves presenting to the class a personal analysis of an extract chosen from among those proposed in the corpus studied, or of another extract proposed by the student in agreement with the teacher. The student presents the author and the work to the class (brief introduction), sets out the problem (the question to be answered during the presentation), analyses the extract, and gives their conclusions. Length of presentation: 12/15 minutes max. + 5/10 minutes for questions/interaction with the class.

In Dakar: Essay-style written assignment (40%): Students must respond to an open-ended question posed by one of the works studied in each course (three works in all). The grade for this assignment will be agreed upon by the 3 teachers. It will be the average of the three marks awarded by each teacher.


Section 1 of 3 – FRANCE 

After a general introduction to the city in literature, we will focus on the city of Paris, as studied through the texts of Montesquieu, Balzac, Bernard Dadié, Gabrielle Roy, Jacques Poulin, Assia Djebar, Cheik Hamidou Kane, Khadi Hane and others. The notions of "description" and "genre" (the intimate novel, the autobiographical narrative, the detective story, etc.) will be discussed, and literature will be brought into dialogue with history and art, in order to demonstrate the complexity of the subject and question the notion of Francophone literature(s). Through their multiple facets, cities change, depending on the character (the author?) who observes them, depending on the point of view from which they are observed, and carry within them a veritable poetics. Doesn't each author ultimately give us his or her own city to read?
Preparation before each class: conduct research to be able to introduce the author and the work studied; know how to situate them in a precise period. Students must also be able to characterize the genre of the work and the author's style.
The student must prepare for the session by independently analyzing the proposed extracts, without losing sight of our theme: "the city in literature".
Throughout their stay, students should also compare their own Paris with the city described in the texts they read. To do this, they are invited, wherever possible, to explore the neighborhoods described in the works they have studied.
Preparation work, after each session: at the end of each session, students work together to write up a synthesis of the notions and ideas seen in class, based on their notes in a shared document. Supervised by the teacher, this document will be a useful support for revision.
We will be analyzing significant extracts from the chosen works (see attached pdf document). However, students are encouraged to read the works in full.

1 – General introduction: the city in literature 
First approach to the representation of urban space.
Readings: 
- Paris dans le regard de l’Autre : Montesquieu, Lettres persanes, lettre XXIV (première partie). https://fr.wikisource.org/wiki/Lettres_persanes/Lettre_24
- Le Paris de Balzac : Facino Cane 
- Balzac, Facino Cane, (incipit).
https://fr.wikisource.org/wiki/Facino_Cane 
- POPOVIC, « De la ville à sa littérature », études françaises, Volume 24, numéro 3, hiver 1988 (article) https://www.erudit.org/fr/revues/etudfr/1988-v24-n3-etudfr1061/035765ar/ 

2 – Arrival in the city 
Readings: 
- Gabrielle Roy, Bonheur d’Occasion [1945], Montréal, Boréal, coll. « Boréal compact », 1993, p. 34-36.
- Ken Bugul, Le Baobab Fou, [1984], Paris, Présence Africaine, 2009.
- Xavier Garnier, « Intellectuels africains en exil à Paris : un paradoxe colonial », in GARNIER Xavier et WARREN Jean-Philippe, Ecrivains francophones en exil à Paris, Paris, Khartala, 2012, p. 109-124.

3 – To each their own city 
Readings: 
- Bernard Dadié, Un nègre à Paris, [1959], Paris, Présence Africaine, p. 36-39 et p. 82-85.
- Khadi Hane, Demain, si Dieu le veut bien, Paris, Editions Joelle Losfeld, 2015, p. 9, p. 34-36.

4 – In the streets of Paris 
Reading: 
- Jacques Poulin, Les Yeux bleus de Mistassini, Montréal/Arles, Leméac/Actes Sud, 2002, p. 69-146. Analyser en particulier les pages 81-99.

5 – To each their own city 
Readings: 
- Cheikh Hamidou Kane, L’Aventure ambigüe, Julliard, [1961], coll. « 10/18 », 2008, (en particulier le chapitre III de la deuxième partie), p. 140-147.
- Mohamed Mbougar Sarr, La Plus sécrète mémoire des hommes, Paris, Philippe Rey, 2021, p. 84-87, p. 250-260 et 281-285.Analyser en particulier les pages : 84 « je l’ai rencontrée » à 85 « rendez-vous » ; 250 « Naturellement » à 251 « supplication ».

6 – City-History & city-myth 
Reading: 
-  Assia Djebar, L’Amour, la Fantasia, [1985], Albin Michel, coll. « J’ai lu », 2004, p. 11-16 et 166-167.
Dialogue between art and literature:  Analysis of the painting La grande Odalisque (1814) by Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres. https://collections.louvre.fr/ark:/53355/cl010065566 
Readings: 
- Mireille Caille-Gruber, « Écritures fugitives : Assia Djebar entre Alger et Paris », in GARNIER Xavier et WARREN Jean-Philippe, Ecrivains francophones en exil à Paris, p. 125-140. 
- Stefania Cubeddu-Proux, « Orientalisme entre peinture et écriture : une relecture d’Assia Djebar », in Giovanni Dotoli, Claudia Canu-Fautré et Mario Selvaggio (dir.), L’Algérie sous la plume d’Assia Djebar. Histoire d’une écrivaine, histoire d’un peuple, Roma, Edizioni universitarie romane, 2016, p. 339-356


Section 2 of 3 – MOROCCO

The colonial city: memory and representation

Course organization and objectives 
· Introduce the enunciative and narrative particularities of the French-language Moroccan novel 
· Introduce the evolution of the French-language Moroccan novel 
· Raise awareness of the relevance of the city in the French-language novel in general, and in the Maghreb and Morocco in particular
· Address the issues of individual and community memory and the representation of the city
· Open up to the Maghreb novel and the question of comparative aesthetics

Bibliography:
· Assia Djebar, La Disparition de la langue française (2003)
· Abdelkébir Khatibi, La Mémoire tatouée (1971)
· Abdelkébir Khatibi, Triptyque de Rabat (1994)
· Rachid Tafersiti, Retour à Tanger (2009)

1 – Colonial city and archies 
· Multiple choice questions and question-and-answer game on the birth and development of the Moroccan French-language novel
· Corpus of anonymous narratives: endogenous vs. exogenous narration
· Analysis: Casablanca in La Mémoire tatouée (1971); Rabat in Triptyque de Rabat (1994)
3 & 4 – City and postcolonial palimpsest
· Analysis: Retour à Tanger by Rachid Tafersiti (2009)
· Synthesis and comparison (extracts from sessions 1 and 2)

5 & 6 – Algiers in La Disparition de la langue française by Assia Djebar (2003)
· Synthesis and comparison (extracts from sessions 3 and 4)
· Oral presentations by the students 


Section 3 of 3 – SENEGAL

1 – Session 1	  
· Introduction Methods and issues involved in representing the African city
· Urban settings in novels and films: overview and characteristics.

2 – Session 2 
· From village to city: mirages and disillusions. 
· Excerpt: Maïmouna by SADJI
· Film Borom Sarett by Ousmane SEMBENE

3 – Session 3 
· Colonial city and imperial dynamism.
· Extract: Ville Cruelle by Mongo BETI
· Documentary: Les Illuminations by Joseph TONDA

4 – Session 4
· The Griot and the city   
· Extract: Les Ecailles du ciel by Tierno Monenembo 
· Documentary Dakar by Mbéddu Buur

5 – Session 5 
· Postcolonial urban agglomerations
· Extract: Les Soleils des Indépendances by Kourouma
· Music and urban cultures 

6 – Session 6 
· The city as a setting for crime fiction.
· Extract: Rue Felix Faure by Ken Bugul 
· Meet Laurence Gavron, author of Boy Dakar.
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