URBAN LANGUAGES AND CULTURES IN SENEGAL (RAP,
GRAFFITI AND DANCE)

APA Program: Dakar

Language of instruction: French

US semester credits: 4.0

Term: Summer (6 weeks)

Instructor: Mamadou Drame | Professor at the Faculty of Science and Technology of Education and
Training, Cheikh Anta Diop University of Dakar

Course Description

This course is designed to introduce the genres and sub-genres related to cultures as understood by
the Senegalese. It will also show how urban arts arrived in Senegal, how they evolved and how the
Senegalese "touch" was brought through the use of local languages, musical instruments, and dress
codes in order to achieve a tropicalization of these genres. The political and social dimensions will not
be forgotten, and students will have the opportunity to visit structures set up and run by urban
culture actors such as the Maison des Cultures Urbaines, Aficulturban, Guediawaye Hip Hop and
Doxandem Squad among others. They will be able to exchange with artists, activists and researchers
who work on this issue and watch films about urban cultures in Senegal and Africa.

Pedagogical Objectives
At the end of the program, students will be able to:
e Define the notion of urban culture and the genres that make it up
« ldentify the links between language and urban culture in Senegal
e Recognize the place and mutations of the genres (rap, slam, graffiti, etc.) in Senegal and Africa

Assessment
e 50% of the grade:
o Attendance, punctuality
o Preparation of each class (readings, questions, quizzes, etc.)
o Oral participation in each class
e 50% of the grade:
o Final assignment
= Research paper on a subject chosen by the student and presentation to the class. The
preliminary work is due in the 3rd week.
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