ISLAM, POLITICS AND IDENTITY: FRANCE, THE
MAGHREB & WEST AFRICA

APA Program: Multi-Country: France, Morocco, Senegal
Language of instruction: French

US semester credits: 4.0

Contact hours: 36 hours (12 hours per host city)
Term: Fall 2019

Instructors: Paris - Dr. Aurelie Perrier, Professor, APA
Rabat - Dr. Zakaria Rhani, Professor, Mohammed V University
Dakar - Dr. Djim Dramé, Professor, Islamic Institute of Dakar

Course Description

This course investigates the complex relationship between Islam and politics in the contemporary
period. As one of the world’'s major religions, Islam exerts significant global influence on the political
stage both in the Muslim world and in Europe, where a sizable Muslim community lives. Yet, what
Islam means to populations in various locations and the place it holds in defining identity and politics
differs significantly. In this course, we will look at Islam from an ideological and identity point of view -
not from a theological perspective - and seek to understand how the concept of Islam is deployed in
politics in various contemporary contexts. The class is designed to understand the political dynamics
of the Islamic revival by focusing on Islamic political movements in North Africa. What are their
intellectual origins? How should we understand their relationship to colonialism, nationalism,
democracy, liberalism, development, and women and gender?

The course starts by looking at Islam in France, where debates around the Muslim minority are
strongly impacted by France's colonial past, notions of Laicité (secularism) and concern with the rise of
Islamic terrorism. The second part of the course examines the relationship between modern politics
and Islam in Morocco, and looks at the rise of Islamist parties in Morocco beginning in the 1990s.
Finally, the third part of the course focuses on expressions of political Islam in Senegal while stressing
the importance of Sufi and syncretic religious practice.

Learning Objective

¢ Obtain knowledge about the dynamics that shape global Islamic movements and deepen students’
understanding of the diversity and complexity of Islamic movements in international contexts

¢ Gain an understanding of the complex relationship between modernity, religion and secularism

¢ Learn to think critically about the relationship between the Muslim world and the West as well as
between various Muslim societies

e Engage in comparative analysis
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Schedule
Paris - Muslim Minorities and Identity Politics in France

Week 1 - Introduction to Islam

e Emergence and spread of Islam, 5 pillars of the faith, and essential concepts
e Overview of the relationship between religion and politics in Islam

Week 2 - Islam, Islamism and the West

e Islam as anti-imperialism
e Race, Islam and cultural diversity in France - the 2005 Banlieue protests

Week 3 - Islam, Laicité, and the French Republic

e Relationship between state, religion and the public sphere in France: can Islam be
French?
e Laicité and the headscarf debate

Week 4 - Islam and Radicalization in France

e French Salafism and jihadism
e French debates on Islam after Charlie Hebdo and November 13 terrorist attacks

Rabat - Islam, Politics and Secularization in Morocco
Week 5 - Islam and the Colonial Encounter
o Definitions, conceptions and theories
Week 6 - “Moroccan Islam” and the Monarchy
e Discourses and practices of religious legitimization
Week 7 - Islamic Parties and Political Participation
e The limits of reforms and democracy
Week 8 - The Moroccan “Arab Spring” and the Religious Processes
e The issue of secularization in Morocco
Dakar - Islamic Movements in Senegal
Week 9 - Colonial Policies Towards Islam and Arab-Islamic Learning
e Relationship between colonial authorities and the Marabout religious leaders in Senegal
Week 10 - Relationship Between Islamic Brotherhoods and Politicians Since the 1960 Independence
¢ Religious and political figures in contemporary Senegal
Week 11 - Emergence of Islamic Associations, Movements, and Politics

e Primary Islamic associations and movements in Senegal
e Relationship associations, Islamic movements, and power in Senegal

Week 12 - Emergence of Islamist Parties

e Islamist parties enter the National Assembly
e The Senegalese State’s policy towards Arab speakers and its consequences

apaparis.com



Assessment
Each host city professor will assign a grade based on the following components of a
student's work. The final grade will be an average of the three grades.

1. Participation - 30%

e Pop quizzes, classroom contribution, attendance
2. Written assignments - 30%

e These assignments, three pages in length, will answer a prompt posed by each professor
such as a topic or subject covered in class or a commentary on a text or image.

3. Oral presentation - 10%
e An analysis or report of a course text

4. Final exam - 30%

Bibliography
Paris

Adraoui, Mohamed Ali. "La hijra au service d'un projet de rupture intégral dans le salafisme francais",
Ethnologie francaise, vol. no 168, no. 4, 2017, pp. 649-658.

Bowen, John. Why the French Don't Like Headscarves: Islam, the State, and Public Space. Princeton UP,
2007.

Bowen, John. Can Islam be French? Pluralism and Pragmatism in a Secularist State. Princeton UP, 2011.

Brulard, Ines. "Laicité and Islam," in Sheila Perry, ed., Aspects of Contemporary France. London and
New York: Routledge, 1997, pp 175-190.

Coller, lan. Arab France: Islam and the Making of Modern Europe. University of California Press, 2010.
Davidson, Naomi. Only Muslim: Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France. Cornell UP, 2012.

Eickelman, Dale and James Piscatory. Muslim Politics. Princeton, Princeton University Press, second
edition, 2004.

Eickelman, Dale F. “Mass Higher Education and the Religious Imagination in Contemporary Arab
Societies.” American Ethnologist 19 (4) 1992: 643-655.

Euben, Roxanne L. and Muhammad Qasim Zaman. Princeton Readings in Islamist Thought: Texts and
Contexts from al-Banna to Bin Laden. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009.

Fetzer, J. & Soper J. Muslims and the State in Britain, France, and Germany. Cambridge University Press,
2004, pp. 62-97 (Chapter 3: “France: Laicité and the Hijab").

Fredette, Jennifer. Constructing Muslims in France: Discourse, Public Identity and the Politics of Citizenship.
Temple UP, 2014.

apaparis.com



Hargreaves, Alec. "French Muslims and the Middle East," Contemporary French
Civilization 40, no. 2 (July 2015): 235-254.

Hefner, Robert W. “Muslim Modernities: Christianity, Islam, and Hinduism in a Globalizing Age.”
Annual Review of Anthropology 27 (1998. ): 83-104.

Hunter, Shireen, ed. Islam, Europe's Second Religion: The New Social, Cultural, and Political Landscape.
Westport, CT: Praeger, 2002.

Jouili, Jeanette. Pious Practice and Secular Constraints: Women in the Islamic Revival in Europe. Stanford,
2015.

Katz, Ethan. The Burdens of Brotherhood: Jews and Muslims from North Africa to France. Harvard UP,
2015.

Kendhammer, Brandon. Muslims Talking Politics: Framing Islam, Democracy, and Law in Northern
Nigeria, University of Chicago Press, 2016.

Kepel, Gilles. Jihad: The Trail of Political Islam. Harvard UP, 2006.

Laurence, J. & Vaisse ]. Integrating Islam: Political and Religious Challenges in Contemporary France.
Washington D.C, Brooking Institution Press, 2006, pp. 49"73 (Chapter 2: “Patterns of Exclusion and
Inclusion in French Society”).

Mandaville, Peter. Islam and Politics. 2nd ed. New York: Routledge, 2014.

Mandel, Maud S. Muslims and Jews in France: History of a Conflict. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University
Press, 2014

Milton-Edwards, Beverley. Islam and Politics in the Contemporary World. UK: Polity Press, 2006, pp.
118-148 (Chapter 5: “Bringing Down the Barricade: The Gender Debate”).

Murray-Miller, Gavin. "The Paris Attacks and France's Republican Tradition," History Today, 17 Nov
2015.

Myanthi, Fernando. The Republic Unsettled: Muslim French and the Contradictions of Secularism. Duke,
2014.

Roy, Olivier. Globalized Islam: The Search for a New Ummah. Columbia UP, 2004.
Scott, Joan. The Politics of the Veil. Princeton UP, 2010.
Rabat

Amster, Ellen J. 2013. Medicine and the Saints: Science, Islam, and the Colonial Encounter in Morocco,
1877-1956. Austin: University of Texas Press

apaparis.com



Belal, Youssef. 2011. Le shaykh et le calife. Sociologie religieuse de l'islam politique au
Maroc. Lyon: ENS Editions.

Combs-Schilling, M.E. 1989. Sacred Performances: Islam, Sexuality, and Sacrifice. New York:
Columbia University Press.

Cornell, Vincent ). 1998. Realm of the Saint: Power and Authority in Moroccan Sufism. Austin: University
of Texas Press.

Crapanzano, Vincent. 1973. The Hamadsha: a study in Moroccan ethnopsychiatry. Berkeley: University
Press.

Dieste, Josep Lluis Mateo. 2013. Health and Ritual in Morocco: Conception of the Body and Healing
Practices. Leiden-Boston: Brill.

Doutté, Edmond. 1984 [1908]. Magie et religion dans I'Afrique du Nord. Paris: J. Maisonneuve.

Eickelman, Dale F. 1976. Moroccan Islam: tradition and society in a pilgrimage center. Austin: University
of Texas Press.

Geertz, Clifford. 1968. Islam observed: religious development in Morocco and Indonesia. New Haven: Yale
University Press.

Gellner, Ernest. 1969. Saints of the Atlas. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
. 1981. Muslim Society. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Hammoudi, Abdellah. 1997. Master and disciple: the cultural foundations of Moroccan authoritarianism.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Jamous, Raymond. 1981. Honneur et baraka. Paris: Maison des Sciences de 'lHomme.

Laroui, Abdallah. 1997. Islamisme, modernisme, libéralisme: Esquisses critiques. Casablanca: Centre
Culturel Arabe.

Munson, Henry Jr. 1993. Religion and Politics in Morocco. New Haven, London: Yale University Press.

Rabinow, Paul. 1975. Symbolic domination: cultural form and historical change in Morocco. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

Rausch, Margaret. 2000. Bodies, Boundaries and Spirit Possession: Moroccan Women and the revision of
tradition. Bielefeld: Transcript Verl.

Rhani, Zakaria 2018a. “"Mouvements de protestation et processus politico-religieux au Maroc”, Archives
de sciences sociales des religions, 181:27-46.

apaparis.com



. 2018b. “The paradoxes of Equality: norm, power and concensus”, in Benchekroun
S. (dir), Women Heritage: Pluridisciplinary reflexion on Women Heritage in Morocco.
Casablanca: Empreintes Editions.
Rhani Zakaria. 2014a. Le pouvoir de guérir. Mythe, mystique et politique au Maroc. Leiden Boston: Brill
. 2014b. “Genealogy of Power and Power of Genealogy in Morocco: Imaginary, History and
Politics”, in S. B. Savant and H. de Felipe (eds), Genealogy and Knowledge in Muslim Societies:
Understanding the Past, pp. 30-47. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.
Zeghal, Malika. 2005. Les islamistes marocains: le défi a la monarchie. Paris: La Découverte.
Dakar
Archives nationales du Sénégal, Rapport Paul Marty, ] 86.
COULON, C. (1980). Les musulmans et le pouvoir en Afrique noire. Religion et contre-culture, Paris :
Karthala.

Cissé, M. Du daara a la diplomatie : Mémoires. Edition Maguilen, 2018

Drame, D. (2013). Enseignement et culture arabo-islamiques au Sénégal : Ecole de Diamal 1910-2010.-Th.
Doc. : Lettres : Fac. Des L.et Sc. Hum. : UCAD de Dakar.

Gondolfi, S. (2003). « L'enseignement islamique en Afrique noire », Cahiers d'études africaines, vol.
XL, (1-2) : 261-277

Le Chatelier, Alfred. lislam dans I'Afrique occidentale (Ed. 1899), Paris, G. Steiheil, Hachette.

Mbacké,Khadim. Etudes islamiques n°4, Soufisme et Confréries religieuses au Sénégal, presses de
I'lmprimerie Saint-Paul, Dakar, 1995

Mbacké, Khadim, Le pélerinage aux lieux saints de l'islam, participation sénégalaise, 1886-1986, presse
Universitaire de Dakar, 2004

Mbaye, E. H. R. (1973). Contribution a I'étude de l'islam au Sénégal, mém. de maitrise, Fac. Lettres et
Sc. hum, Université de Dakar.

Mbaye, E. H. R. (1976). L'lslam au Sénégal, -Th. Doc. 3éme cycle, Lettres : Fac. Lettres et Sc. hum. :
Université de Dakar

Ndiaye, M. (1982). L'enseignement arabo-islamique au Sénégal, -Th. Doc. 3eme cycle, Lettres : Fac.
Lettres et Sc. hum. : Université de Dakar

Samb, A. (1972). « L'éducation islamique au Sénégal », Notes africaines, n° 136.

Sow, Ab. (2013). Ibrahima Seydou Ndaw 1890-1969. Essai sur I'histoire politique du Sénégal, Harmattan,
paris-Dakar, 2013

apaparis.com



